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Clean Air Coalition to Rally Outside Tonawanda Coke Plant

Community Demands a Plan for Benzene Reduction 

TONWANDA, NY

What: On Wednesday, October 7th at 5:30 pm members of the Clean Air Coalition will rally outside the Tonawanda Coke plant on River Road. 

Residents from Tonawanda, Kenmore, Grand Island and the City of Buffalo will gather across the street from the plant on River Road in Tonawanda to demonstrate against the high levels of benzene pouring out of Tonawanda Coke. 

The rally will feature remarks from community members who have fallen ill as a result of Tonawanda Coke’s emissions. Erie County legislator Michelle Ianello and other elected officials are scheduled to speak out. 

Why:  The rally has been planned in response to the plant owner’s continued refusal to meet with sick and concerned citizens and his unresponsiveness to elected officials. 

In June, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation released the results of their year-long air quality study.  They found regional benzene levels to be greater than 75 times the EPA standards and identified 70 percent of the region’s benzene was coming from Tonawanda Coke. Since then, no enforcement action has been taken. 

The plant owner, JD Crane, has been invited to multiple community meetings to discuss potential solutions but has turned down every request. He has also been unresponsive to requests for a benzene reduction plan from elected officials. 

Who: The rally is coordinated by the Clean Air Coalition of Western New York, a grassroots community group that organizes residents to prevent and reduce pollution in the region. 

Where: Across from the Tonawanda Coke plant. 3875 River Road, Tonawanda. 

When: Wednesday, October 7th at 5:30 pm. 
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